Looking for a Long Distance Paddling Adventure?

Hi, I live in Pittsburgh and am planning to paddle the first half of the Missouri River in late Spring 2026 (and the second half in 2027).  My typical long distance paddling buddies aren’t available, so I am looking for 1-2 folks who are up for a 40-45 day paddling adventure in 2026. 

I am 64 years old and like to do long distance paddling trips that are safe, maintain the “fun” element by not pushing too hard every day, but that are also focused on completing the goal… in this case, paddling the first 1,300 miles or so of the Missouri in late Spring 2026. I through-paddled the Ohio River in 2025, the Tennessee River in 2021, and the Mississippi River in 2019 and 2020, and now want to get out on the Missouri.  I paddle a solo canoe, but my prior paddling partners used expedition kayaks.

The first half of the Missouri is a combination of wild and scenic moving water, several dams that need to be portaged around, and paddling the length of some very long and potentially windy/wavy reservoirs. On my previous long distance paddles, we average 20-25 miles per day and are typically on the water 8/9am to 4pm or so. When the water is moving, we can go farther each day, and when the weather sucks, we don’t go as far, or somedays, can’t move at all. Every day is totally weather, wind, and water conditions dependent. 

If you are interested, feel free to reach out. The success of this kind of adventure is almost totally dependent on the chemistry of the participants. As I noted above, I’m looking for just one or two folks to join the trip. If you are interested in paddling just a portion of that initial 1300 miles, that might be an option to join me for a few weeks somewhere along the way. 

Feel free to check out my Mississippi River and Tennessee River books on Amazon.

Jon Wunrow
Email – jonwunrow@gmail.com
(907) 617-9956
