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Lewis, Clark retraced

By Mark Clulfer
Staff Writer

Despite a century of development, lhe lands
fraveled by Lewls and Clark in theiv 19tk century
expedition haven't changed all that much, accord-
ing lo two men who retraced wmuch of (he famous
journey.

Bill Burnham, 28, of 5207 E. Arabella SL., Lake-
wood, und Tim Chamberlin, 27, of Relmont Shore,
Noated from the headwaters of the Missouni lo the
Gulf of Mexico in their aluminum cance, “The
Cutrageous.” '

The twoe Long Beach State Universily graduates
leit Long Beach on the Fourlh of fuly and reached
the Gull of Mexico on Nov. 2.

When Burnbam and Chawberlin declded to
make the jowrney, they bouglt their cance and
aequired maps from the Army Corps of Engincers
in preparaton for a practice run on the Willameile
River in Oregon,

“Canoeng isn't much of a sport it Southern
Calilornia so we wenl to the Willamette, Chamber-
lin explained. It's a rough irip awd we learnad the
hard way after many spllls. On our big lrip we
never lurmed over once but we did plenty of bailing
water,"” he said.

They carefully planned thcir supplies and wrap
ped them neatly in walerproof hags. Fully loaded,
the canoe weighed 400 pounds, & Lurden even for
two strong men on a porlage. (A porlage is whea it
is necessary to carry a catee around a dam or
other abstruction.) .

The first park of the 340¢:mile trlp was the
hardest, they agreed. Therve are H) miles of Jakes,
many of them buill by the Corps of Engincers [or
Nood eontrol. (The Army engineers ave in chafge of
inland waterways.)

“The wind was our worsl problem,” Burnham

said. “We were often broadside to strong winds.
Laler we could sometimes use sails lo help us
along, :

“Whenever we came lo a Corps of Engineers
station, they would do our portage for us,” he said.
They weren't jusl baing nice, he added. The law
requires them te do it since the Missouri 1s a
navigable river,

At first, Bumham said, mosquitoes were a real
problem, bul an carly winter solved that. “*Foriu-
nalely winter came early. There was frost in Soulh
Dakota on Lohor Day and we didn'lt see more
mosqultoes until we reached the bayous of
Lonisiang ™

The medern explorers camped out at night,
cooking thelr foed over huge fires they built to keep
warm. They often visited the towns along the way
153 buy supplies and 1o refill their five-gallon water
ug.

“If vou are smart, vou don'l drink river waler
south of Sioux City,"Chamberlin said. **It is
palluted."

They alsc visiled tewns to lalk with the people.-
“Those lowns give one a sense of history,”
Burnham said, "iere everyone is [rom somewhere
else, bul those river towns were homestended by
the greal-grandlathers. The people have slrong ties
with ench ofhor.

“They weren't impressed by our adventure.
They told us storics about other people who had
come dewn Lthe tiver.” -

There wasn't mueh time for reading, bul the
two men bed e favarile Yook, I was the jouwrnul of
ihe Lewis and Clark expedition.

"It is amazing how hite the country has chang-
ed," savd Burnham. “There are few Indians and no
great herds of wild animals, but otherwise it is

_ _quilt: like what they saw." -
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