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@50 spent an afternoon
another kayaker from
Texas who also is paddling
down the Missouri River to
St Louis, :
- The Texan said he was
‘Tecently assaulted and
robbed near Wolf Point and
“had some teeth knocked out
“in the process, 8o Miller and
‘the man talked kayaking
over ice cream and pizza,

~ Miller said he and his fel-
Adow kayakers usually trade
-Stories ab
‘journeys,
“I try to find out if they've
‘had any problems up the riy-
er, what the current is like, if
there's bugs or if they've

“countered any interesting
things to see,” he said.
“Mainly I'm just trying to get

ayaker on epic river
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journey nears Great Falls

Livingston resident Norm Miller unloads equipment July 6 near Soft Shell Turtle Creek in -

Blaine County. Miller is

a feel for what their trip has
been like.”

Miller currently is about
128 miles east of Ft. Benton,
Just about where Lewis and
Clark and the rest of the
Corps of Discovery saw the
Rocky Mountains for the
first time.

Lewis recounted the expe-
rience in this unedited May
26, 1805 journal entry:

“While I viewed these
mountains I felt a secret
pleasure in finding myself so
near the head of the hereto-

ic Ocean.

fore conceived boundless
Missouri; but when I reflect-
ed on the difficulties which
this snowey barrier would
most probably throw in my
way to the Pacific ... it in
Some measure counterbal-
lanced the joy I had felt in
the first moments in which [

gazed on them,” Lewis wrote,

Miller will is heading to
Great Falls, where he’ll
bortage his boat around the
waterfalls and then cance
south to Three Forks.

“Physically I think I'm on

aching Great Falls and is a little more than half way through

M appro.
his kayak trip from St. Louis to the Pacifi

track, but mentally I'm tired.
to be honest with you,” Miller
said. “I'm excited to get to
Three Forks where I can take
my paddie out of the water
and start walking,”

Miller is meeting a friend
when he arrives in Three
Forks and the two will hike
the Lolo Trail over the Conti-
nental Divide, through the
Bitterroot Range and onto
the Columbia River drainage.

Miller’s progress can be
viewed online at
www.leWisandclaerOM.com




